OPEN LETTER OF SUPPORT AND ENDORSEMENT
FROM ALLIES OF TRUTH ALLIANCE

To the Commissioners of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights,
To the African Union and its Member States,
And to the People of Africa,

Ref: In Support of the Petition to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’
Rights

We write as allies and partners of Truth Alliance from across Africa and around the world
to express our strong support for the petition submitted to the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights concerning the protection of Africa’s environment and the
rights of present and future generations.

The environmental choices made today will shape lives far beyond this moment. They will
determine the kind of world our children, our grandchildren, and generations yet to come
will inherit.

Across the African continent, the effects of environmental degradation are already being
felt. Communities are living with the impacts of climate change, pollution, ecosystem
destruction, and unsustainable resource extraction. These are not distant warnings or
theoretical concerns. They are everyday realities affecting people’s health, their livelihoods,
their food systems, and the cultural relationships many communities have with the land.

If meaningful action is not taken now, the burden placed on future generations will be even
heavier. Environmental damage does not only bring higher temperatures or unpredictable
rainfall. It also brings deeper health challenges, economic instability, displacement of
communities, and widening inequality. Cultural traditions rooted in land, water, and
nature are put at risk. Children growing up in damaged environments also carry the
emotional weight of uncertainty about the future.

For this reason, the issue before the Commission is not only environmental. It is
fundamentally about human rights, justice, and responsibility across generations.

We must also speak honestly about the deeper structural forces that have contributed to
this crisis. Many African communities’ especially African children are disproportionately
affected by global economic and policy systems that allow wealth to accumulate in some



regions while environmental and social costs are carried elsewhere. Policies often described
as “equitable” have too often failed to correct these imbalances.

The result is a difficult reality: many African children face higher levels of environmental
harm and economic vulnerability than children growing up in wealthier parts of the world.
This contradicts a simple moral principle that should guide global decision-making:

“No child is worth more than another.”

If every child’s life holds equal value, then the global community must be willing to ask
difficult questions about responsibility and accountability. Too often, environmental
commitments are weakened by green-washing or growth-washing policies that speak the
language of sustainability while continuing patterns of extraction, overconsumption, and
inequality.

African citizens therefore have every right to ask:
Who will answer to the millions of children entering the world today who will inherit the
consequences of these choices?

At the same time, it is important to state something clearly. The burden of fixing these
systemic failures cannot be placed on Indigenous peoples, local communities, or ordinary
citizens who are already living with the consequences of environmental harm. For
generations, many of these communities have been the stewards of forests, wetlands, rivers,
and biodiversity.

They should not be asked to carry the responsibility for repairing problems they did not
create.

The responsibility for correcting these failures lies primarily with governments and
institutions whose authority comes from the people. Governments possess the legal power,
policy tools, and economic capacity needed to address environmental destruction and
structural inequity.

National governments must therefore act decisively to justify and legitimize their authority
by confronting these problems directly. The African Union has an important role to play in
encouraging and guiding its member states to take this responsibility seriously. At the
global level, major powers whose policies have shaped international economic systems
including the current government of the United States also carry a responsibility to
acknowledge and help correct structural imbalances that have contributed to
environmental and social harm.



This is why the leadership of the African Union and the African Commission on Human
and Peoples’ Rights is so important. Africa’s institutions have the opportunity and the
responsibility to set a clear standard of accountability.

Policies that affect the climate and environment must ultimately be measured against a
simple but powerful principle: a standard of human equality where the life and future of
every child are valued equally.

For this reason, we stand in full support of the petition submitted to the African
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights. The petition brings attention to the
environmental and social pressures affecting communities across the continent and urges
the Commission to take proactive steps to protect the rights and wellbeing of African
peoples.

The issues raised are not abstract. They reflect conditions that communities across Africa
are experiencing today.

Across Sub-Saharan Africa, environmental degradation is placing increasing pressure on
ecosystems and the people who depend on them. Deforestation, soil degradation, water
scarcity, and biodiversity loss are weakening natural systems that millions rely on for food,
income, and cultural identity. In many rural areas, farmers and families are already
struggling with declining crop yields, unpredictable rainfall, and growing competition for
land and water.

In Uganda, communities are witnessing the steady loss of wetlands and forests, along with
shifts in seasonal rainfall that affect farming, water access, and household stability. Across
the forests of the Congo Basin one of the most important ecological regions on Earth
accelerating deforestation and resource extraction threaten biodiversity, disrupt traditional
livelihoods, and weaken a forest system that plays a critical role in regulating the global
climate.

Throughout East Africa, ecosystems that support agriculture, pastoral livelihoods, and
freshwater systems are under growing strain from land degradation, population pressures,
and climate instability. As these natural systems decline, the effects spread outward
contributing to food insecurity, economic hardship, and sometimes the displacement of
families forced to adapt to rapidly changing environmental conditions.

When ecosystems weaken, the resilience of communities weakens as well. These realities
highlight the importance of the protections affirmed in the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights.



Environmental pressures are deeply connected with broader patterns of climate injustice,
unsustainable development pressures, and exploitative economic practices that place the
heaviest burdens on vulnerable communities. If left unaddressed, these forces will continue
to undermine the wellbeing and rights of millions of Africans.

Article 24 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights affirms that all peoples
have the right to a general satisfactory environment favorable to their development. This
reflects a simple truth: environmental wellbeing is inseparable from human dignity, health,
and prosperity. Protecting the environment is therefore not optional it is both a legal
obligation and a moral responsibility.

Through this petition, concerned citizens seek to bring urgent environmental and human
rights concerns to the attention of the Commission. It highlights the need for stronger
protections for African populations facing the growing impacts of the climate crisis. It also
calls for recognition of the structural inequalities that have contributed to environmental
harm and for meaningful progress toward climate justice.

As allies of Truth Alliance, we support these principles because they point toward the kind
of systemic change Africa’s future requires. Temporary fixes or symbolic commitments will
not be enough. What is needed are structural reforms that protect ecosystems, safeguard
vulnerable communities, and ensure that development does not sacrifice the wellbeing of
future generations.

We therefore respectfully urge the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights to:

* Recognize the escalating environmental crisis as an urgent human rights issue.

+ Strengthen legal and institutional protections for environmental rights under the African
Charter.

* Support policies that advance climate justice, ecological restoration, and sustainable
development.

* Encourage accountability for environmental exploitation and promote equitable solutions
for communities most at risk.

+ Affirm the responsibility of governments and institutions to safeguard the rights of future
generations.

+ Advance a global framework of accountability grounded in the principle that no child’s life
carries greater value than another.

Africa stands at an important crossroads. The choices made today will determine whether
future generations inherit a continent rich in biodiversity, resilience, and opportunity—or
one marked by ecological loss and avoidable suffering.



We believe the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights has a vital role to play
in guiding this moment with clarity, courage, and commitment to justice.

For the sake of our children, and for the generations who will follow us, we stand in
solidarity with this petition and respectfully call upon the Commission to act.
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